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In Memoriam 
D. Ray Fulkerson 
1924-l 976 
Ray Fulkerson made numerous and elegant contributions to general 
combinatorial theory. The topics that he selected for his deep and often 
intricate investigations were almost always an outgrowth of some natural or 
applied situation. But he then transformed these problems into a broader 
setting and this in turn led to many new problems of great theoretical interest. 
He also made early and very fundamental discoveries in the general area 
of mathematical programming. But his most celebrated single contribution 
to the mathematical literature is undoubtedly the theory of network flows. 
He returned to this subject repeatedly throughout his career and became 
internationally recognized as its foremost authority. Today network flows 
are studied throughout the world because of their fundamental importance 
in both pure and applied mathematics. The book by Ford and Fulkerson 
entitled “Flows in Networks” has become a modern classic and is available 
in English, French, Russian, Polish, and Japanese editions. 
Ray Fulkerson was born in Tamms, Illinois on August 14, 1924. He 
received his B.A. from Southern Illinois University in 1947. He then attended 
the University of Wisconsin in Madison and was awarded the MS. in 
mathematics in 1948 and the Ph.D. in 1951. He was a mathematician at the 
Rand Corporation from 1951 to 1971, and then in I971 he became the 
Maxwell M. Upson Professor of Engineering, Professor of Operations 
Research and Applied Mathematics at Cornell University. This is the position 
that he held at the time of his sudden and unexpected death on January 10, 
1976. He received many honors during his lifetime. These include the Ford 
Award of the Mathematical Association of America (1967) and the Southern 
Illinois University Alumni Award for Outstanding Professional Achievement 
(1972). He also held visiting professorships at the University of California, 
Berkeley (1963), Stanford University (1966) and the University of Waterloo 
(1971). 
Ray Fulkerson was a perfectionist who set the very highest standards of 
excellence for himself. This attitude extended far beyond the meticulous care 
with which he prepared his many scholarly publications. He was a lifelong 
devotee of tennis and played the game extremely well. tie was an inspiring 
teacher and a scholar of great personal integrity. The mathematical com- 
munity placed heavy demands on his talents and he became the editor of five 
1 
Copyright 0 1977 by Academic Press, Inc. 
All rights of reproduction in any form reserved. 
2 D. RAY FULKERSON 
professional journals. Yet in the midst of this great intellectual activity he 
always remained compassionate and repeatedly expressed the most profound 
concern and sympathy for his fellowman. 
His own immediate family and his many personal friends will miss him 
acutely. But the beautiful mathematics that he created shall remain an 
enduring monument to his memory. 
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